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Does your address or contact information need to  
be updated? Would you rather receive our newsletter 
the green way, electronically? If so, please contact 
brandi.vassiliou@davids-house.org.

Design: Nomad Communications 

Our 2017 Holiday Auction and Breakfast was a success thanks to 
everyone who donated auction items and volunteered their time!
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This past holiday season, David’s House was 
excited to be chosen as the inspiration for 
the Hanover Inn at Dartmouth’s gingerbread 
display. Head baker Pamela Brochu now leads 
this annual holiday tradition. What started as 
a relatively small operation constructed in the 
kitchen now takes over an entire conference 
room at the Inn. Pamela and her crew spend 
countless hours baking and piecing together 
the final project. 

This year’s display had to be moved in three 
separate pieces into the lobby, where it greeted 
guests as they came to check in or attend 
banquets. 

To help us celebrate our upcoming 
10th annual Sundae at the House, 

the gingerbread house took on 
a nontraditional holiday look 
complete with carnival games, 
circus tents, green grass, and 

of course, David’s House. 

This delicious take on one of our favorite 
events used over 10 pounds of shaved coconut 
for grass and enough Necco Wafers to feed 
our 14,000+ guests. We couldn’t believe the 
size and all the sweet smells coming from the 
candy-clad Sundae at the House!

Thank you to everyone at the Hanover Inn 
who made this possible, especially Pamela, her 
crew, and manager Rick McCarten. We know 
how much joy your creations bring to visitors 
and we loved being a part of it!
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The Fighter

Ellah Murray’s  
Story of 
Determination

When Mike and Stephanie 
went to bed on February 25, 
2017, they had no idea what 
was in store for them the next 
day. At just 24 weeks pregnant, 
Stephanie woke up with severe 
cramps and bleeding. She was 
rushed to the hospital in Laconia, 
NH, where it was determined 
she had gone into preterm labor. 
When her water broke, she went 
in for an emergency C-section. 
At 10:20 am, weighing just 790 
grams, measuring under 12 
inches long, and not breathing, 
Ellah Murray made her way into 
the world. It took doctors and 
nurses 10 minutes to get Ellah 
to breath on her own. Once she 
did, they airlifted her to DHMC 
to begin her battle to stay alive.

“ So many things should 
have made her go but she 
wouldn’t give up.”

GUEST SPOTLIGHT
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Because Stephanie had a C-section, she could 
not be discharged from Laconia, so Mike 
made the hour-and-a-half drive by himself, not 
knowing what was happening to Ellah as she 
arrived in Lebanon. It would be another two 
days before Stephanie was discharged and she 
could be by Ellah’s side. About a month later, it 
was discovered that a valve used to keep blood 
flowing from mom to baby wasn’t closing, causing 
Ellah to not get the oxygen her body needed. She 
was put into a medically induced coma and had 
heart surgery.

After the surgery, Mike and Steph decided 
to take a day to go home and spend some time 
away from the hospital to collect themselves. 
That night they received the call no parent ever 
wants, they needed to come back to say good-bye 
to their baby. By the next morning, Ellah’s lungs 
had collapsed three times and she had received 
two blood transfusions. Luckily, the transfusions 
helped and Ellah was finally getting the oxygen 
she needed.

By the middle of May, Ellah had been intubated 
and extubated 19 times. Doctors decided to 
perform a bronchoscopy to see what else was 
causing the breathing problems. They discovered 
that Ellah’s airway had significant swelling 
due to the numerous intubations, causing it to 
close to the width of a pen. The next day, Ellah 
went in for another surgery, this time to have 
a tracheotomy put in. That Mother’s Day was 
the first time Mike and Steph had seen their 
daughter’s face without all the masks and tubes. 
It was then they finally knew everything would 
be okay.

During the next few months, Mike and Steph 
learned how to properly take care of Ellah’s 
trach and everything it included. They were 
shown how to clean the wound area, change the 
trach, and run the machines she would have to 
be hooked up to until she could finally breathe 
on her own. On July 31st, five months after their 
whole ordeal started, they could finally take 
Ellah home. 

Since going home, Ellah did go into respiratory 
arrest and wound up back in the hospital, but was 
able to pull through with no adverse effects. She 
has been gradually coming off her oxygen supply 
and is scheduled to have her trach removed in 
August. Mike and Steph have brought Ellah 
to David’s House several times since going 
home. Every time they are here, she greets us 
with smiles and wiggles. Above all else, Ellah 
has been a fighter and already shows a passion 
for life. Steph summed Ellah up by saying, “So 
many things should have made her go but she 
wouldn’t give up.”

Without David’s House, Mike and Steph would 
not have been able to be with Ellah every step of 
the way. We were able to provide them with the 
shelter and comfort they needed, making their 
rollercoaster a little more bearable. The feeling 
we have knowing we were there for them and 
other families like them is something we carry 
with us every day.
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Shortly after turning 12, 
our only child, Isabel, was 
diagnosed with idiopathic 
adolescent scoliosis. At our  
home in Maryland, she 
diligently wore a brace that 
covered her entire torso for 
close to 23 hours a day for 
the next year, except when 
bathing or doing sports, 
doing physical therapy, or 
taking fencing lessons three 
times a week.

Despite all these efforts, 
the curve of Isabel’s growing spine continued 
to increase, along with pain in her back. By the 
next summer, we started looking at surgical 
options and learned of John Braun, MD, a 
world-renowned pioneer in improving options 
for treating scoliosis. Dr. Braun’s Vertebral Body 
Tethering (VBT) provides an alternative to 
traditional fusion surgery for scoliosis correction 
while maintaining patients’ spinal flexibility and 
offering them a shorter recovery period.

While we would have gone anywhere to find 
the best medical solution for our daughter’s 

scoliosis, we had the pleasant surprise of 
learning that the best option for Isabel would 
bring us back to New England. In addition to 
my husband’s ties to the Upper Valley, I grew up 
around Burlington, Vermont. At the same time, 
considering the costs of treatment and travel, we 
felt concern about the cost of accommodations 
and incidental expenses for our family before, 
during, and after Isabel’s hospitalization for 
surgery, including regular post-operative check-
ups at CHaD. Luckily, we found out about 
David’s House. Since Isabel’s first appointment, 
we have stayed at David’s House each time we 
come to New Hampshire to see Dr. Braun.

GUEST SPOTLIGHT

“You are taking this alumni spirit a bit far, aren’t you?” This is a 
refrain that my husband, Ramzi N. Nemo, Dartmouth class of 1990, 
heard more than once after we scheduled the first appointment with 
Dr. John Braun at the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
(CHaD) for our daughter in the late summer and early fall of 2016. 

Like Staying In Our Own Home
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Our longest visit took place during the week of 
Isabel’s surgery. We arrived for pre-operative 
appointments before her procedure and stayed 
a few days after her discharge, until she felt 
comfortable enough to travel to my parents’ 
home. David’s House provided an excellent 
solution for us, not only financially, but also 
in terms of proximity, considering its location 
within walking distance of CHaD. Always 
having nutritious, tasty food available helped 

us to stay focused and take care of ourselves—
many thanks to the volunteers in the kitchen! 
Finally, we can’t say enough about the volunteers 
and staff at David’s House. While welcoming 
and accommodating, they also respect families’ 
privacy. To us, David’s House truly felt like 
staying in our own home at a challenging 
time, allowing us as parents to concentrate 
on supporting our daughter’s treatment and 
recovery.

“David’s House truly felt like 
staying in our own home.”
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This was such a welcome 
surprise, learning about David’s 
House when our newborn was 
transferred from Concord to 
DHMC for cooling therapy 
three hours after she was 
born. We were at a total loss 
in terms of processing the 
experience and planning for 
how to be there for her. Our 
nurses suggested David’s House 
and it immediately became a 
home-away-from-home. Our 
experience here has renewed our 
faith in humanity!

—Jon and Hanna Flanders 

Thank you for providing us with a way to remain close to our first baby when she surprised us early. 
We are so appreciative. 

–Rich and Elizabeth Fortier

I had known about David’s House for a long time. The Hemophilia clinic had told us we could stay 
here because of Andrew’s surgery and needing to have constant care and training. It has been a blessing 
not to have to worry about traveling back and forth. We felt welcome and were very happy with 
everything. Everyone was so nice and the other guests were very friendly. You help so many and make a 
big difference in so many people’s lives. Thank you.

–Richard, Andrea, and Andrew

welcome surprise

We are so appreciative. 

Thank You 

THANKS TO DAVID’S HOUSE
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A Sense of  

Calm and Normalcy
A friend stayed here many 
years ago and it made quite 
an impression on their family. 
When DHMC sent a flyer 
with our daughter’s operation 
details, we contacted David’s 
House. The first word that 
comes to mind is “relief.” 
Relief that there is a place 
that understands the multiple 
stressors a family encounters 
when considering the health of 
a child. Whether an operation, 
procedure, treatment, or 
exploring avenues—they 
all hold stressors for each 
member of the family. When 
our daughter cried out in the 
middle of the night multiple 
times while we were there, 
we knew that our “neighbors” 
understood and would be 
supportive. Not having to 
worry about where to find 
food or activities throughout 
a multiple-day stay allowed 
us to put our energies, both 
mentally and physically, 
toward supporting our child. 
Additionally, connecting with 
other families allowed us 
ease of discussion about our 
concerns without having to feel 
“put together” and having to 
make small talk. Our daughter 
felt just as comfortable as she 
does at her cousin’s house. This 
was wonderful. Thank you so 
much for all the kindness and 
support.

–Dianna, Jeff, and Aliyah

Brandi and Allen welcomed their second 
son, Alexander, at 32 weeks after an 

emergency C-section. For Brandi, 
the unexpected birth and suddenly 

being away from her older son, Noah, 
made this normally exciting time 

extremely emotional and difficult.

With an hour drive, the commute back and forth 
would have been too much to keep up with a newborn’s 
feeding schedule. Luckily, the birthing pavilion at 
DHMC suggested David’s House.

As Alexander grew stronger in the NICU, the family 
found a home-away-from-home at David’s House. 
Brandi summed it up perfectly when she said, “All of 
this gave me a sense of calm and normalcy because 
really, our whole world flipped upside down when my 
water broke two months early and I had to be away 
from everything back at home.” Even Noah settled 
in here at David’s House, celebrating his second 
birthday in our kitchen and enjoying all the toys and 
play structures, both indoors and out! 

After 33 days, Alexander was finally able to go home 
and start being a little brother. 

Relief
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GUEST SPOTLIGHT

The Hebertses
Our family celebrated the arrival of our twins, Meredith 
and Molly, born 6.5 weeks early on December 29, 2010. 

The girls spent 5 weeks in the NICU. We were lucky to have 
two healthy, but little, girls weighing in at 3.3 and 4.3. 

In the first few years, we had many trips back 
and forth to DHMC for checkups to make sure 
the girls were on the right developmental track. 
With each visit, they would pass with flying 
colors. Meredith and Molly are now seven and 
fit in with all the other first graders in their class. 
Meredith is a determined little girl and Molly is 
a snuggle bug. It has been an adventure having 
twins and most of it has been a whirlwind. Mark 
and I would not trade it for anything.

Thank you David’s House for providing so many 
families a safe, supportive home base during 
tough times.

XXOO, 

The Heberts' Family  
Mark, Frances, Moriah, Meredith & Molly

David’s House was a wonderful place to use 
as home base to extend our visits throughout 
our trips back and forth from Londonderry, 
Vermont. As the weeks went on, Meredith was 
released to go home, but Molly was not quite 
ready. As a family, we decided it would be best 
if Meredith and I stayed at David’s House to 
be closer to Molly. My husband Mark would 
stay home with their big sister, Moriah, who 
celebrated her 4th birthday the day before her 
sisters’ arrival. David’s House provided Meredith 
and me with warm welcomes, healthy meals, and 
comfy beds when we would come home from 
long days at DHMC. We enjoyed having the 
comforts of home. A week later, we were able to 
bring Molly home. It was a wonderful feeling to 
finally have everyone together.
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SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, July 22, 2018

10th Annual

My sister and I were excited to bring you Lucky the 
Bear. We came into this world in 2010. My parents often 
stayed with you during our five-week stay in the NICU. 
I stayed with my mom for one week while she waited for 
my twin, Molly, to get ready to come home. Thank you 
for all you did for our family and all the other families 
who have stayed with you since then. Enjoy Lucky. 

We hope he brings lots of snuggles!  
XOXO

–Meredith Heberts

Thank you for all you did 

davids-house.org/sundae
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GUEST SPOTLIGHT

A Family’s Inspiration to Give

David’s House pops up in people’s lives for 
multiple reasons. Babies are born too early, 
children get sick, routine appointments 
with specialists, and so many more. 
However, it’s stories like David and Ashlee 
Robinson’s that always warm our hearts.
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Like many couples expecting their first baby, 
David and Ashlee decided to take some time 
away before their daughter was scheduled to 
arrive. While enjoying their vacation, Ashlee 
went into labor. Suddenly they found themselves 
in a situation many of our guests face, miles away 
from home with a delicate preemie in the ICN. 
Luckily, there was a hospitality house near the 
hospital they ended up in so they could stay close 
to their daughter, Avery. 

When their daughter was transferred to 
DHMC, although closer to home, they found 
themselves at a crossroads again. Nurses and 
doctors at DHMC had told them about David’s 
House, but because they lived an hour away, they 
choose to go home instead. However, because 
their daughter was born early and diagnosed 
with cystic fibrosis, they have always kept David’s 
House in mind in case they find themselves in an 
emergency situation.

Two and a half years later, everything with 
their daughter has gone wonderfully and she 
is growing up like a typical toddler. Because 
David’s House has always been in the back of 
David and Ashlee’s minds, they decided that 
this holiday season they would add us to their 
list. As their friends gathered for a holiday party 
and gift swap, they also collected donations for a 
randomly selected charity. With the magic that 
is the holiday season, David’s House was the 
charity chosen. 

In a twist of fate, shortly after David and Ashlee 
brought in the collected donations from the gift 
swap, they actually found themselves guests here 
at David’s House due to Avery needing to be 
hospitalized for a few days. Everyone at David’s 
House was thankful to be able to be there for 
this amazing family who thought of all our 
families before they even had the need for us. 

Thank you to everyone who supports David’s House.  
It is because of donors like YOU that our doors remain open.
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April
April 28: Tristin’s Live Laugh Love Run, David’s House, Lebanon, NH 
Tristin’s Run is an entry-level 1mi and 5K event, tailored for kids, beginners, and amateur runners. We hope 
it motivates people to improve overall fitness in a fun, low-pressure, and family-friendly way, and inspires the 
community to not only enter our race but also maintain their fitness and try other running events throughout 
the season. Registration is open through April 26th at www.tristinsrun.org

May
May TBD: American Gymnastics Spring Spectacular 
Young gymnasts of the American School of Gymnastics tumble, flip, and soar for David’s House.

June
June 3: Covered Bridges Half Marathon, Quechee, VT 
Covered Bridges Half Marathon-A community-based road race the first Sunday in June. Experience some 
of Vermont’s covered bridges and support David’s House and other local charities. This amazing race has 
been run since 1992 and David’s House has been honored be a part of it since 2007. To register or for 
more information, please visit our website: davids-
house.org/eventsnewsletter/covered-bridges-half-
marathon-2018 or email Brandi at  
brandi.vassiliou@davids-house.org

June 3: Mag-A-Palooza,  
Veterans Memorial Park, Manchester, NH 
This family friendly music festival is held rain or shine 
in downtown Manchester’s Veterans Memorial Park. 
Local bands from the Manchester area take the stage 
as families enjoy a day in the park with food, music, 
and fun. Thirteen-year-old Maggie Philbrook lost her 
battle with rhabdomyosarcoma, a soft tissue cancer, in 
2014. Maggie’s Beat puts on Mag-A-Palooza to keep 
Maggie’s drum and heartbeats alive.  
For more information, visit Maggie’s Beat on 
Facebook. facebook.com/maggiesbeat

UPCOMING EVENTS

King of Pubs
In January, more than 50 pool players from 

across New England came together at Pit Road 
Lounge in Concord to raise money for David’s 
House. They competed for $5,000 in cash and 
prizes as part of the King of Pubs pool series. 

Over the past seven years, “Pool Players Playing 
for a Cause” donated more than $20,000 to 

David’s House. Thank you to Ron and Cheri at 
Tavern Players Magazine for running this event 

year after year! 

For more information on playing or donating, 
contact: tavernplayers@gmail.com.

David’s House board member, Dan Gauthier  
(second from left) accepts this winter’s donation.
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June 16: Canaan 
Hardware Spring Expo 
Stop by Canaan 
Hardware during 
their Spring Expo for 
everything you need 
to get your home and 
garden ready for summer! 
Donations for David’s 
House will be collected. 
For more information, 
contact Canaan 
Hardware 603.523.4352

July
July TBD: Bear Ridge Speedway’s Dennis Preston 
Builders Night to Benefit David’s House 
Join us for a night of dirt track racing at its finest! This family 
friendly night to benefit David’s House has been a fan favorite 
for over 10 years. For more information and race details, visit 
bearridgespeedway.com

September
September 17: 20th Annual David’s House  
Golf Tournament  
An Upper Valley favorite for golfers of all skill levels, this 
tournament is held at the beautiful Eastman Golf Links in 
Grantham, NH. Now in its 20th year, this day of golf doesn’t 
get much better thanks to an impeccable course and lunch 
catered by Bistro Nouveau. For more information or to become 
a sponsor, email Brandi brandi.vassiliou@davids-house.org

David’s House happily accepts:

Paper Products:
 ï Paper towels 
 ï Toilet paper 
 ï Facial tissues 
 ï Paper cups (5oz) 
 ï Disposable coffee cups

Toiletries (Travel Size):
 ï  Feminine hygiene products 
 ï Shaving cream 
 ï Deodorant 
 ï Toothbrushes 
 ï Toothpaste 
 ï Shampoo/conditioner 
 ï Small soaps

Food Items:
 ï Fresh fruit 
 ï Single-serving microwave meals 
 ï Coffee creamer (powder) 
 ï Cookies & crackers 
 ï Granola bars & breakfast bars 
 ï Fruit snacks and fruit cups 
 ï Pudding & Jell-O cups 
 ï Juice boxes & concentrate 
 ï Cereals (single-serving & boxes)

Cleaning products:
 ï Liquid hand soap (white) 
 ï Bleach 
 ï Dishwashing liquid 
 ï Disinfecting wipes 
 ï Window cleaner 
 ï Trash bags (13 & 30 gallon sizes) 
 ï Dryer sheets 
 ï Liquid stain remover 
 ï Dishwasher detergent (powder)

Grocery Gift Cards:
 ï Walmart 
 ï Amazon 
 ï  Local grocery stores (Shaw’s, Price 

Chopper, Co-Op, BJ’s, and Hannaford)

Grocery List2018
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United States  
14,375

US Territories  
2

Guam, Puerto Rico

Other Nations  
46

Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Congo, 
Croatia, England, Georgia, Germany, 

India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Morocco, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, 

Poland, Russia, Slovakia,  
Somalia, South Korea, Sudan, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine
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52

32
87
312

3,366

9,760
1

1

July 2016–June 2017

75%  
Average Occupancy Rate

5,441 
Room Nights Utilized

652  
Families Housed

Families Served  
Since 1986  
14,423

1

Visit our website for  
updated event info   

davids-house.org/calendar

Please consider supporting David’s House. 

Click here to make your 
contribution today.


