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Newsletter, Fall 2018
Does your address or contact information need to  
be updated? Would you rather receive our 
newsletter the green way, electronically? If so, please 
contact brandi.vassiliou@davids-house.org.

Design: Nomad Communications 

50% of proceeds to David’s House

cards for causes

1.
Visit picaboo.com/cards-for-causes/davids-house-2

2. 
Design a holiday card using your own photos  

and personalized message.

3. 
Receive 50% off your order with the code 

CARDS4CAUSES

Quilts made by 8th grade students, Haverhill Cooperative Middle School, for 
their community/school service projects. Given to David’s House, June 2018.

Visit picaboo.com/cards-for-causes/davids-house-2


This year we celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of our family-friendly 

carnival, Sundae at the House. 

Thank you to everyone who knew in their hearts 
the rain would let up and this day would once 
again be filled with fun and laughter.

Home Depot set up a workshop for kids to put 
their woodworking skills to the test. VINS came 
out with an active turtle and, everyone’s favorite, 
a real corn snake! Kids toppled through the 
obstacle course brought to us by the CCBA and 
the Rainbow Girls set up tie-dying. There were 
macaroni necklaces with Price Chopper, baby 
goats from Bly Acres Farm, bracelets with Youth 
in Action, rhythmic drumming and dancing from 
our friends at Nutrition on the Green, slime 
making with the Girl Scouts of the Green and 
White Mountains, a minion with New York Life, 
hula-hoops, bubbles, and lots of laughs. While the 
crew from Mascoma Bank flipped burgers and 
Price Chopper scooped ice cream, the Lebanon 
Police Department came down with crowd favorite 
Kimba from their K9 unit and child ID kits. Even 
with all this going on, we ALL got overly excited 
when Boston Red Sox mascot, Wally the Green 
Monster, arrived. 
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Covered Bridges Half Marathon
The Covered Bridges Half Marathon is our biggest fundraiser of the year. Our 26 runners this year hit the 
pavement in more ways than one and raised over $14,000! Some of our runners even went above and beyond 
their roles as athletes and volunteered their time during other David’s House events and cooked delicious 
meals for our guests. We love the 
connections to people this race 
has brought us and we can’t wait 
for next year! Keep checking our 
website and Facebook page to 
catch the exciting announcement 
coming for runners interested in 
joining Team David’s House for 
the 2019 CBHM.

Our last big event of the summer is always 
our David’s House Golf Tournament.

This year was the 20th anniversary of the event, held at Eastman Golf Links in 
Grantham, NH, with lunch and dinner by Bistro Nouveau. In the 20-year history 
of this tournament, we have raised over a quarter million dollars to support the 
families staying at David’s House. Thank you to all of our players, both new 
and returning, and thank you to all of our sponsors and volunteers who work 
countless hours to get this tournament underway!

Golf Tournament 

SUMMER RECAP
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Bear R idge 
Speedway

This year marked the 50th anniversary of Bear Ridge 
Speedway, Home of the Coups, in Bradford, VT. Every 
summer, one night is dedicated to David’s House. Put 
on by Dennis Preston Builders, this is a great event for 
families as kids get to check out the pace car and meet 
some of the drivers as they walk through the crowd 
collecting donations for David’s House. This year, 
drivers collected over $2,100! Thank you to everyone 
who came out and supported David’s House.

SUMMER RECAP

USA Gymnastics 
A huge thank you to all of the athletes, coaches, 
event volunteers, and family members involved 
in the annual NH USA Gymnastics fundraiser 
for David’s House that culminated this past 
May during their state competition. This is the 
third year in a row that this group of amazing 
gymnasts from across the state have come 
together to raise awareness of David’s House and 
to collect funds, groceries, and other household 
items for us. Since 2015, their efforts have raised 
over $30,500!

Mag-a-Palooza

This year’s Mag-A-Palooza had great weather for a day 
in Veterans Memorial Park in downtown Manchester, 
NH. Once again we were out there painting faces, 
enjoying music, and meeting the community.
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#TeamBrianna

GUEST SPOTLIGHT

Because of the severity of the tumor, her doctors 
warned her they would possibly have to amputate 
her leg, something that would never have even 
crossed her mind just a few short weeks earlier.

Immediately, Brianna started chemotherapy 
and her stays at David’s House. It was a long 
12 weeks going in and out of the hospital, and 
the chemo only shrunk the tumor to 15 cm and 
left her with 95% necrosis in that area of her leg. 
Because of the size of the tumor and the cancer’s 
effect of weakening that part of her leg, she 
broke her leg while in the hospital for treatment 
that June, leaving Brianna in a full leg cast until 
her scheduled surgery to remove the tumor in 
August.

On August 23, 2017, Brianna went in to have the 
15 cm tumor removed as well as almost half of 
her femur bone. The removed part of her femur 
was replaced with an endoprosthetic attachment 
that would have to be changed as she grew. 
Although the tumor was removed, she still had to 
endure another 12 weeks of chemotherapy. The 
additional chemo caused the surgery incision 
to heal slowly, causing additional discomfort. 
Thankfully, her last chemo treatment was the 
Tuesday before Christmas, a welcomed gift. 
After her last treatment, Brianna was scheduled 
to go back for scans once a month until April, 
almost a year after she was first diagnosed.

On April 26, 2017, Brianna Peppin’s whole world changed. She had 
recently started running through Girls on the Run when she started 
to feel pain in her right knee. After several weeks, the pain didn’t go 

away and kept getting progressively worse. Through testing it was 
discovered that Brianna had Osteosarcoma, an aggressive form of 

bone cancer that typically affects children and young adults. 
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Despite the emotional roller 
coaster and physical demands of 

chemo and surgeries, Brianna 
always had a smile on her face and 

was constantly joking around. 

While a guest at David’s House, she friended a 
group of Dartmouth students who made sure to 
stop in every time she was in town. They soon 
became known as her “posse,” complete with 
#TeamBrianna t-shirts. 

Brianna has touched the lives of everyone she 
has come across. Since April, her scans have 
come back clear and she now only has to go for 
CT scans once every three months. It’s amazing 
what can happen in just over a year. Brianna 
still has a long road ahead of her with physical 
therapy and follow-up appointments, but she is 
sure the worst is behind her. Everyone at David’s 
House looks forward to Brianna’s visits, but we 
also look forward to the day when she gets the 
all clear.

David’s House happily accepts:

Paper Products:
 ï Paper towels 
 ï Toilet paper 
 ï Facial tissues 
 ï Paper cups (5oz) 
 ï Disposable coffee cups

Toiletries:
 ï  Feminine hygiene products  

(specifically pads) 
 ï Shaving cream 
 ï Deodorant 
 ï Toothbrushes/toothpaste 
 ï Shampoo/conditioner 
 ï Travel size soaps

Food Items:
 ï Fresh fruit 
 ï Single-serving microwave meals 
 ï Coffee creamer (powder) 
 ï Cookies & crackers 
 ï Granola bars & breakfast bars 
 ï Fruit snacks and fruit cups/applesauce
 ï Pudding & Jell-O cups 
 ï Juice boxes & concentrate 
 ï Cereals (single-serving & boxes)

Grocery Gift Cards:
 ï Walmart 
 ï Amazon 
 ï  Local grocery stores  

(Shaw’s, Price Chopper, the Co-op, BJ’s, 
and Hannaford)

Grocery List

2018
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David’s House was a like a magical gift at a stressful 
moment. From the instant they answered the phone, 
I felt cared for and welcomed. Not only did I not have 
to sleep in a chair or far away, the airy, clean, sunny 
home made me feel cared for and not alone.

—Susan Culman

a magical gift

THANKS TO DAVID’S HOUSE

My six month old 
granddaughter spent the week 
of Thanksgiving 2017 in the 
PICU at CHaD. While her 
mother and I spent the week 
at the hospital with her, we 
really needed laundry done, so 
on Thanksgiving Day I headed 
over to David’s house.

I was greeted by the nicest 
people! Volunteers were busy 
making a Thanksgiving meal in 
the kitchen. I was so impressed 
and touched that when I 
went back to work, I shared 
this with my friends and co-
workers. I never realized how 
many people have used David’s 
House, nor was I aware of the 
services you provide.

–Bridget Edwards

the nicest peoplea true  b le ss ing

 
We heard about 

David’s House through 
the hospital. I think this is a 

wonderful place to come. It was very 
helpful to us while our son was having 

surgery. Everything was so clean and it felt 
very comfortable being here. Thank you all 
so much for everything you do. You are a 

true blessing.

—Kathy and John Putnam  
and kids

This is a letter just to remind you that we think you 
guys do an amazing job giving people a safe place 
to stay. We will forever be grateful. Emma is doing 
very well and growing fast. Her sister is such a big 
help. Thank you again from the Tempke Family.

–Jenn, Jason, Pippa, and Emma

Thank you again 
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My family was blessed by your hospitality a number of times when our 
daughter Meg was a patient at CHaD. I can’t tell you how dear to our 
hearts you are, and to Meg’s, for giving us the opportunity to be right there  
with her.

Meg is a Girl Scout with Troop 10375 in Merrimack, NH, and as the time 
for cookie sales came up, she advocated for collecting cookie donations for 
David’s House. Meg saw it as a way for her to give back, and the Troop 
readily agreed since most were not even aware of David’s House prior to this.

–Becky Statz

blessed by your hospitality

Thank you for all you did! We 
will be forever grateful. Aubrey 
and I want to say “thank you” 
and send big spray kisses! 

–The Brochus

forever grateful

With a little help from her mom, Aubrey went 
out and collected can tabs for David’s House. 
She brought them with her to present to us 
during her last visit. Thank YOU, Aubrey!
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What does David’s House mean to us? It means LOVE! It means support 
and comfort. It means a place to stay at a last minute’s notice. It means a 

piece of calm in a storm for our family to shelter in. It is a home-away-from-
home filled with comforts, necessities, and even joy for our family to thrive 

in during our much longer than anticipated stay here at the hospital.

After the birth of our third beautiful boy, we praised 
God for yet another healthy baby and named 
him Asher, meaning: blessed, fortunate, happy 
one. Unbeknownst to us, Asher was experiencing 
internal issues, and around 7 weeks began to be 
become jaundiced. What I imagined to be normal 
baby jaundice turned into a whirlwind of tests 
and meetings with doctors all over Dartmouth. 
Through various imaging techniques, they were 
able to see a mass slightly smaller than a quarter 
located where the bile duct, pancreas duct, and 
small intestine converge. 

Then, after scrutinizing the last images from his 
CT scan, they discovered that Asher also has 
a congenital abnormality called Malrotation of 
his intestines, meaning his intestines are not in 
the normal position and run the risk of twisting. 

With the two issues coinciding, waiting was not an 
option, so an operation was scheduled to address 
the Malrotation and to remove the mass.

During Asher’s surgery, we stayed at David’s House. 
We first heard of David’s House from friends and 
family who recommended it as we prepared for our 
baby’s surgery. 

At first thought, we were going to book a hotel, 
but after visiting and seeing the close proximity 
to the hospital, as well as the kid-friendly, homey 
environment, we decided this was the best fit. Our 
room was spacious and accommodating. The staff 
was genuine and attentive, caring to hear our story 
and offering prayer, encouragement, and support as 
we walked the unknown. It was the perfect choice 
during our projected hospital stay of three days.

A Month of  
Care and Support

GUEST SPOTLIGHT
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The first stage of Asher’s surgery was a success; everything 
that needed to be done for the Maltrotation was 
accomplished, bringing down the risks of future intestinal 
issues. The mass, however, proved to be a different story. 
Due to the extremely rare location in the head of his 
pancreas and the risks involved, the surgeons made the 
prudent decision to leave the mass intact unless the 
symptoms begin to outweigh the risks.

Our anticipated stay of three days lengthened to almost 
a month of hospitalization due to complications and 
slow recovery of our sweet baby’s digestive tract. During 
this time, Asher lived up to his name, showering us with 
smiles, wooing the nurses, and showing us that we can’t 
always choose what happens to us in life but we can choose 
how we respond to it!

My two older boys looked forward to every return to 
David’s House, knowing it was a safe, fun place to reside. 
Their experience of walking through the uncertainties 
of an extended hospital stay with their baby brother was 
highlighted by their time there. Because they were bounced 
from place to place while back home, they always enjoyed 
the stability they felt at David’s House.

We routinely monitor the mass and the health of our brave 
little man. Each time we leave the hospital and make the 
trek back to our home in southern New Hampshire, we 
are reminded to be thankful for each day. We recognize 
the great gift of health and how blessed and fortunate we 
all are as we continue to choose joy that can overcome any 
circumstance.

Cliff started volunteering at David’s House as a Hospitality Volunteer in February. 
He has been a wonderful addition to our already amazing team of volunteers! In 
addition to the duties of Hospitality Volunteer, Cliff has taken on some important 
projects, such as helping us organize our can tab donations and making our DVD 
library easier for families to browse. He also gives great tours of the House to new 
guests! When he is not volunteering three hours a week at David’s House, Cliff is 
working as a Research Coordinator for the Orthopedics Department at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock. In his free time, he likes to fly small planes (he has his pilot’s license!), 
and enjoys hiking and snowboarding. Thank you for all you do, Cliff!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
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Holiday Auction & Extravaganza

Bid Online December 6 and 7

We have over 100 great items in our annual online Holiday Auction!  
Local businesses and organizations have generously donated fantastic items like these:

• Sports memorabilia

• Unique gifts

• Vacation destinations

• Home decor

• Gift cards

• Excursions

• And so much MORE!

Item viewing opens December 3.  
Item pick-up and holiday breakfast held on December 8.

davids-house.org/eventsnewsletter/auction

Visit our website for  
updated event info   

davids-house.org/calendar

Please consider supporting David’s House. 

Click here to make your 
contribution today.

davids-house.org/eventsnewsletter/auction
https://davids-house.org/eventsnewsletter/event-calendar/
https://davids-house.org/donate/donate-now/

