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Newsletter, Fall 2017
Does your address or contact information need 
to be updated? Would you rather receive our 
newsletter the green way, electronically? If so, 
please contact brandi.vassiliou@davids-house.org.

Design: Nomad Communications 

50% of proceeds to David’s House

cards for causes

1.
Visit picaboo.com/cards-for-causes/davids-house

2. 
Design a holiday card using your own photos and 

personalized message.

3. 
Receive 50% off your order with the code 

CARDS4CAUSES

Donations add up quickly, so no matter how large  
or small, we appreciate them all!

picaboo.com/cards-for-causes/davids-house


Barbara was a member of the Ladies of the Lakes 
Quilt Guild from the Lakes Region of New 
Hampshire, and she and her fellow guild members 
are responsible for thousands of lovingly made 
quilts that have gone home with children of all 
ages, whose families stayed at David’s House. In 
addition to being true works of art, the quilts that 
Barbara created for “our” children were labors of 

Barbara C ram 
Her Memory Lives On

love, and we will all miss her greatly. Her infectious 
laughter and entertaining stories of scouring the 
state to find just the right material for a special 
request design are just a few of the things we all 
came to love about Barbara. We hope her loved 
ones find comfort in the fact that her memory lives 
on in every quilt we give out.

The David’s House family would like to share our condolences with the 
family and friends of a very dear supporter of ours, Barbara Cram.
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Finding out Benedict would have to be born early was 
difficult, finding out he would have to stay longer 

than mom was even harder. Finding out that there 
is a special corner of the world named David’s 
House made all this much more bearable. One 
of the nurses recommended we look into the 
house when they found out we lived over an 
hour away and had six other children to care 
for. The staff was extremely welcoming and 
inviting. David’s House is amazing and it brings 
a tear to the eye to think of all the house means 

to so many.

–The Martinez Family

D
avid’s H ouse is A mazing

It was great to have a place to stay during Daniel’s testing that was relaxed 
and comfortable, where he didn’t have to worry about people staring at 
him because his head was wrapped. The staff was very friendly and helpful.

–Susan Belair

We had a wonderful stay. Amazing staff and amazing people to meet. Thank you for having us. We are 
very grateful to you for helping us when we needed it. Once again, thank you for all the help.  Such an 
amazing place at David’s House. 

–The Wyman Family (Lloyd Wyman)

friendly and helpful

Thank you for having us

THANKS TO DAVID’S HOUSE

Thanks to you for your kindness and support
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As we are driving back to Chicago 
from being with our son, Jason 
Ancona, and daughter in law, 
Karina, my heart is overflowing with 
gratitude for all you are doing to help 
Jason and Karina, and all the families 
staying there to feel like they’re at 
home away from home! As a mom, it’s 
heartwarming and calming to know 
they and all your families staying 
there are in loving and caring hands!

I can be at peace picturing all of you 
and David’s House! Thank you!

Luv and gratitude,  
Patty and John Ancona

After being surprised with our premature 
twins, we were left discharged and an hour and 
a half away from our home. David’s House has 
been such a blessing to us as new parents of 
multiples. We were able to stay here and that 
gave us the flexibility to visit our twins as much 
as possible. We can’t thank you enough!

–Tyler and Kelsey Charest

David’s House family, we wanted to extend our most sincere thanks to you 
for your kindness and support during our stay. No matter how hard we try, 
words can simply not express the love and gratitude we felt while staying at 
DH. We have learned so many lessons on this journey, one of which is to open 
our hearts to the many gifts that surround us each day. Again, we are deeply 
touched by your kindness. It means the world to us. 

–Anonymous

loving and caringsuch a blessing

Thanks to you for your kindness and support

be y on d  o ur  e xp e c t a t io
ns

 
Everything was 

beyond our expectations, 
from rooms, games, staff, just 

wonderful! Being able to keep a 
seven-year-old busy and up early for 

his EEG and not having to travel 
that day saved us so much anxiety. 

Thank you!

–Eric and Misty 
Hall
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GUEST SPOTLIGHT

Adam Friese
Brian and Katrina Friese were excited to find out they were having twins, but never 

expected the emotional rollercoaster they were about to go through. At 23 weeks, 
Katrina’s water broke and she was admitted to the hospital. After three weeks of medical 

intervention to keep the babies from making their arrival, Adam and Aiden were born.

Today, Adam is doing great! He is a happy baby, 
full of laughter and weighing over 11 pounds. 
Even though his corrected age is 5 months, he is 
working on sitting up, eating solids, and enjoying 
his exersaucer, where he gets to practice standing 
and working on his leg strength. Adam has been 
in daycare since July and is already sending home 
artwork, a wonderful gift for Katrina as she 
finishes her master’s degree.

No one should have to mourn the loss of a child, 
but Adam and Katrina have found strength and 
joy in Adam as he continues to flourish. 

Despite the three extra weeks in utero, and the 
amazing doctors at DHMC, Adam lost his 
brother. Although Brian and Katrina mourned 
the passing of their son, they still had Adam to 
guide them. Born at 1 lbs 10oz, Adam still had 
a long way to go. Brian and Katrina were able to 
stay close to Adam through everything because 
of David’s House. While here, they formed 
friendships and bonds with other families going 
through similar situations. After four month in 
the ICU, Adam put on over 5 lbs and was ready 
to go home with oxygen support. Shortly after 
going home, he was ready to go off oxygen during 
the day and then off monitors all together.

“It takes strength to make your way through grief, to 
grab hold of life and let it pull you forward.”

—Patti Davis, Actress

DAVID’S HOUSE4



From baby goats to oceans in a bottle, tie-dye 
to obstacle courses, and cheerleaders to Star 
Wars, this year’s Sundae at the House was 
nonstop fun for the whole family! We love 
seeing former guests come back to the house 
to enjoy the sun and fun with us. This year, 
we were thankful to have members of the 
New England Garrison of the 501st Legion in 
Star Wars cosplay and an appearance by two 
of the New England Patriots Cheerleaders. 
Both groups were a hit and provided once-in-
a-lifetime pictures for everyone who attended. 

Thank you to our sponsors!

• KIXX Radio 100.5FM 

• White River Toyota

• Service Credit Union

• Undercover Tents

• Mascoma Bank

• Price Chopper

• Coca-Cola Bottling Company of 
Northern New England

• Henniker Septic

• The Home Depot

Be sure to mark your calendars 
for next year as we celebrate the 

10th anniversary of Sundae at the 
House, Sunday, July 22, 2018!

RECENT EVENTS
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Covered Bridges Half Marathon

David’s House was excited to be a part of the Covered 
Bridges Half Marathon again this past June.

The route takes runners along some of the most 
scenic bridges spanning the Connecticut River. 
This is one of our biggest fundraisers of the 
year, and our team raised almost $25,000 in six 
months of fundraising. Registration for the 2018 
CBHM opens this year on December 4. After 
registering, runners are asked to raised $500 
during the six months leading up to race day. 

Runners will be provided with fundraising 
support and ideas throughout their fundraising 
efforts, as well as race reminders and information. 
Because registration for this event fills up quickly, 
it is often a once-in-a-lifetime race. For more 
information about registration, please contact 
Brandi in the Development Office.

RECENT EVENTS

This year’s Upper Valley Golf 
Tournament was another one for 
the books! With perfect weather, 

delicious food, and over 100 golfers, 
we couldn’t help but have a great time! 

Teams started the day with a shotgun start and 
made their way through 18 holes on the beautiful, 
rolling Eastman Golf Links course. Thank you to 
Eastman for hosting this much-loved event, and 
thank you to all of our sponsors for making this day 
possible. We are already gearing up for next year’s 
20th anniversary event on September 10, 2018.

Golf Tournament 
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David’s House happily accepts:

Paper Products:
 ï Paper towels 
 ï Toilet paper 
 ï Facial tissues 
 ï Paper cups (5oz) 
 ï Disposable coffee cups

Toiletries (Travel Size):
 ï  Feminine hygiene products 
 ï Shaving cream 
 ï Deodorant 
 ï Toothbrushes 
 ï Toothpaste 
 ï Shampoo/conditioner 
 ï Small soaps

Food Items:
 ï Fresh fruit 
 ï Single-serving microwave meals 
 ï Coffee creamer (powder) 
 ï Cookies & crackers 
 ï Granola bars & breakfast bars 
 ï Fruit snacks and fruit cups 
 ï Pudding & Jell-O cups 
 ï Juice boxes & concentrate 
 ï Cereals (single-serving & boxes)

Cleaning products:
 ï Liquid hand soap (white) 
 ï Bleach 
 ï Dishwashing liquid 
 ï Disinfecting wipes 
 ï Window cleaner 
 ï Trash bags (13 & 30 gallon sizes) 
 ï Dryer sheets 
 ï Liquid stain remover 
 ï Dishwasher detergent (powder)

Grocery Gift Cards:
 ï Walmart 
 ï Amazon 
 ï  Local grocery stores (Shaw’s, Price 

Chopper, Co-Op, BJ’s, and Hannaford)

Grocery List2017

Have you ever thought about 
making baked goods for David’s 
House? Now there’s double the 
incentive, thanks to our strong 

community partner King Arthur 
Flour’s Bake for Good program. 

Not only will the families staying at the  
House get to enjoy the tasty treats you bring us,  

but a donation will be made by  
King Arthur Flour to Feeding America®. 

If you’re interested in baking for David’s House, 
please contact our Program Manager, Jill Ross, 

at jill.ross@davids-house.org and then go to 
kingarthurflour.com/bakeforgood for more 
information on the Bake for Good program.

Small Donations Can 
Make a BIG Difference

Looking to donate to David’s 
House on a smaller scale?
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UPCOMING EVENTS

October
Saturday, October 28: Children’s Karaoke Contest 
After 24 years, this popular karaoke contest at the Moose Lodge in Newport, New Hampshire is opening to 
children! What better way to support David’s House than an afternoon of singing by children of all ages!  
More info: development@davids-house.org.

November
Wednesday, November 29: Online Holiday Auction 
Get ready for our annual online auction! Bidding is easy, fun, and a great way to do some holiday shopping 
while supporting a cause! Auction previews start on November 27. The auction will run from 6 am on 
November 29 to 7 pm December 1.

November 24 & 25: Mitchell’s Magical Christmas 
Mitchell’s Magical Christmas is on schedule for its holiday light show again this 
year! Starting November 24, 16 Francis Street in Claremont comes to life with 
lights, music, and Santa Claus. The front yard display is all computer controlled 
and synchronized to music, with shows starting on every quarter hour. The side 
and back yards are a magical journey to the North Pole and a trip through 

many favorite TV holiday shows. If you haven’t experienced the joy of this amazing show before, make sure 
you check it out this year.

December
Saturday, December 2: Holiday Breakfast/Auction Pick-Up 
Join us as we celebrate the start of the holiday season with a delicious, homemade breakfast of pancakes, eggs, 
and so much more! After breakfast, be sure to stick around for family fun activities and a visit from Santa 
and his elves! Can’t make it for breakfast? Come join us for the rest of the day’s events at your leisure.

Monday, December 4: Covered Bridges Half Marathon Registration Opens 
More info: brandi.vassiliou@davids-house.org.

December 24 & 25: Evans Express Mart annual Coffee Sale Campaign  
During the holiday season on December 24 and 25 as well as December 31 and January 1, proceeds from 
coffee sales go to David’s House at the following locations: Enfield, Manchester, Lebanon, Warner, Tilton, 
Canaan, Epsom, New Hampshire and White River Junction, Vermont.

2018
Saturday, February 10: Mike McDonald’s 2nd Comedy Extravaganza  
Eastern Propane Presents Mike McDonald’s 2nd Comedy Extravaganza at Lebanon Opera House in 
Lebanon, New Hampshire. Show is geared toward adult audiences.

Date To Be Determined: Winter Fest at Eastman

Saturday, April 28: Tristan’s Live, Laugh, Love Run For more information, visit www.tristansrun.org
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David’s House  
Holiday Auction & Extravaganza

Bid Online 
November 29 through 

December 1

We have over 100 great items in our annual 
online Holiday Auction!

Local businesses and organizations have 
generously donated fantastic items like these:

• Sports memorabilia

• Unique experiences

• Furniture and home decor

• Hotel stays

• Dining/fuel/grocery gift cards

Join us Saturday, December 2 

• 9:30–11 am breakfast

• 11 am–1 pm pictures with Santa

• Tours of David’s House
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United States  
14,375

US Territories  
2

Guam, Puerto Rico

Other Nations  
46

Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Congo, 
Croatia, England, Georgia, Germany, 

India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Morocco, 
Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, 

Poland, Russia, Slovakia,  
Somalia, South Korea, Sudan, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine
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3,366
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1

1

July 2015–June 2016

75%  
Average Occupancy Rate

5,441 
Room Nights Utilized

652  
Families Housed

Families Served  
Since 1986  
14,423

1

Visit our website for  
updated event info   

davids-house.org/calendar

Please consider supporting David’s House. 

Click here to make your 
contribution today.

http://davids-house.org/calendar

