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Does your address or contact information 
need to be updated? Would you rather 
receive our newsletter the green way, 
electronically? If so, please contact  
jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org.

Design: Nomad Communications 

On the Cover: Dan Gauthier (see page 1) 
shares a special moment with Gabe (see 
page 8) at the 2014 Governor’s Breakfast

A Special 
Birthday Wish

Following is the post from 
long-time David’s House 

Ambassador, Dan Gauthier, 
on February 5, 2021.

Twenty years ago, my beautiful, sweet girl Taylor 
came home to us. She arrived at Logan Airport in 
the middle of a severe blizzard, and her plane was 
just about the only one allowed to land. Of course, 
no one could know then the fate that awaited her six 
years in the future. I can travel back to the day she 
was diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma, to the day she 
died, and every day in between. I can still feel the pain 
of those days.. But sometimes, I don’t feel any pain. 
Taylor taught me, and all who knew her, so much. She 
taught me that when she died, I had a choice to make. 
I could stay in my immense grief and misery (not 
recommended) or find a purpose. Grief is inevitable 
but misery is optional—so I found a purpose. Live 
life out loud! Laugh all the time, especially at yourself 
(self-deprecating humor is probably the healthiest 
kind)! Love unconditionally and love often and find 
the good in EVERYTHING. That’s another thing 
Taylor taught me: Life is precious and disobedient.



After Taylor died, I focused on the great memories 
and moments with Taylor. One of those great 
memories was our time at David’s House. While 
Taylor was being treated at Children’s Hospital at 
Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center (CHaD), 
her mother, brother, and myself were being “treated” 
at David’s House. David’s House provides a home-
away-from-home while your child is at CHaD. 
David’s House gives so much for so little. The house 
survives on donations (and sound investments). Over 
the years, I have raised tens of thousands of dollars 
for David’s House, volunteered countless hours, 
served on the Board of Directors, and am currently 
a David’s House ambassador, speaking about its 
mission out in the community.

This is my last year here in NH, my last year 
teaching school in NH, my last year surviving NH 
winters, my last year scraping my windshield in NH, 
and my last year of a long and loving relationship 
with David’s House. I would like to go out with 
a bang and have one last fundraiser for David’s 
House, in Taylor’s name. February 5 was her coming 
home day and later this month, I turn (gulp) 55! So, 
to honor her day and my age, I would like to raise 
$5,555 for David’s House. Now, obviously, a greater 
amount raised would be awesome, but in the loving 
words of David’s House founder and my very good 
friend, Dick Cyr, every dollar helps!
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Nolan Reilly

The Reilly family first became aware of David’s House almost twenty 
years ago, when their son Nolan made an impromptu arrival, leading to 
their stay, which lasted 99 days. Since then, David’s House has continued 
to provide support for their family through numerous outpatient stays 
for Nolan to receive care without having to rush to and from home.

GUEST SPOTLIGHT

It can be difficult to travel two hours each way to 
the hospital and doctors’ appointments with a sick 
child. On the road, even an accessible bathroom that 
can take a power wheelchair can be hard to find, 
but David’s House has it all. Besides, the back of a 
car is not the ideal place to feed or give medication 
to a sick child. However, David’s House has always 
provided us with a landing zone, a place to keep 
oxygen tanks warm in the winter, a quiet place with 
a friendly atmosphere to eat lunch for a child who 
startles and chokes easily, a place somewhat secluded 
from germs for an immunosuppressed child, a place 
to stretch out before scrunching back up in the van 
to go home, and a bed if needed, especially when 
the weather has brought surprises or the day has 
become longer than expected. 

We are lucky that we live in an 
extremely supportive community. 

We own the American School of 
Gymnastics in Keene, and for the past 18 
years, we have guided the children there 
into giving an end-of-year performance 
displaying all their hard work to all of 
their friends and families. They donate the 
proceeds of their performance to David’s 
House, following the concept of children 
helping children. Our students promote 
and run the whole event under the 
guidance of their respective coaches and 
gain much satisfactionfrom the experience. 
Essentially, they know how much we have 
valued David’s House and they know of 
other families that have stayed there and 
are truly invested in the venture, excitedly 
looking forward to it every year. 

By Lucy and Michael

David’s House
GOLF TOURNAMENT
TENTATIVELY SEPTEMBER 13, 2021

davids-house.org/golf
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I have been going to David’s House for 19 years 
and have met and made many friends over that 
time. After a tough day at the hospital, David’s 
House is a welcome place to go where everybody 
is always cheerful and welcoming. Mostly, I enjoy 
meeting other kids who also have numerous 
doctor visits too, and it makes me not feel so alone. 
Over the years, I have met and made friends with 
other children who have gotten better, who have 
sadly passed away, and others like me who keep 
returning. Sometimes, I stay overnight if I have a 
lot of tests and other times, I go over to eat, play, 
and relax amongst friends. Because David’s House 
is something that I have valued and used myself 
and I understand that it is appreciated by many 
families and their children, I fundraise and donate 
to the house. 

Also, I think we often forget that 
it is not only the sick child that is 

affected by the hospital stay, but their 
siblings, too, and David’s House can 
be a welcome beam of light for them. 

Ultimately, it is always comforting to have the 
support of your family nearby when you are sick 
and in the hospital. 

By Nolan

David’s House happily accepts:

Household Comfort Items:
 ï  Fleece/warm blankets (twin size) 
 ï No-skid socks (kid and adult size)

Hygiene Items:
 ï Pads and tampons 
 ï Travel size toothpaste 

Household Cleaning Items:
 ï Liquid dish soap free and clear*

 ï Laundry detergent free and clear*

 ï Dryer sheets free and clear*

 ï  Vacuum bags (Miele GN 3D Efficiency 
bags) Tide washing machine cleaner 

 ï Magic Eraser 
 ï Swiffer Dry Mop refills 
 ï 13 and 30 gallon trash bags 
 ï 2.5-gallon size storage bags 
 ï Food storage containers with lids 
 ï AA or AAA batteries (not rechargeable)
 ï Clorox toilet wand refills 
 ï Disinfectant wipes (any brand) 

Non-perishable Food Items:
 ï Microwave meals 
 ï Iced tea/lemonade/drink mix 
 ï Instant coffee packets 
 ï Single-serve snacks (chips, pudding) 
 ï Bottled water 
 ï  Single serve condiments (cream cheese, 

ketchup) 
 ï Single serve peanut butter and jelly 
 ï Single serve cereals    

Grocery Gift Cards:
To be used to purchase household needs & 
perishables OR for fundraising purposes 
(i.e. holiday auction) 

 ï Walmart 
 ï Hannaford 
 ï Shaw’s

 ï BJ’s 
 ï Amazon 
 ï Market Basket

Grocery List2021

* We use “free and clear” due to allergies 
and scent sensitivities
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Dear David’s House,

My name is Aiden Coolbeth. I am 12 
years old and I live 3.5 hours away from 
CHaD and David’s House. I see a few 
childhood specialists at Children’s 
Hospital at Dartmouth because 
where I live, we don’t have pediatric 
specialists. When I have my doctor 
appointments or outpatient surgeries 
done at the hospital, me and my mom 
stay at David’s House because it is our 
home away from home and everyone 
is so caring, loving, and nice there. 
David’s House is not just our home 
away from home, but everyone there 
is like our family. My mom and I have 
met some other families there who have 
babies or kids being treated at CHaD 
who have been at the David’s House 
longer than three days, but also more 
than three months.

I love making people and families 
happy, but also making a difference 
because like my mom always says, a 
little can go a long ways. David’s House 
has helped Mom and I so much. I just 
wanted to give back to them and the 
other families. Because at the end of 
the day, we all need a helping hand and 
more good in the world.

Love,  
Aiden

DEAR DAVID’S HOUSE

Aiden Coolbeth

Aiden with staff (above) when visiting with a 
donation of goodies (below).
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THE  
POLWIN  
FAMILY

Dear David’s House,

In February of 2020, my husband and I welcomed 
our son six weeks earlier than expected. Despite the 
excitement of having our first child, we arrived at 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock both unprepared and fearful 
of the worst. His early arrival meant not only that 
we were unable to deliver at our home hospital in 
Vermont, but also that our son would require several 
weeks of extended care in the Intensive Care Nursery.

As many families can attest, the ICN can be an 
unfamiliar and scary place that is far away from 
the comforts of home. David’s House made such 
a difference to us over those few weeks with warm 
and welcoming staff, healthy and home-cooked 
meals, and a comfortable room where we could rest, 
away from the hectic hospital environment. Most 
importantly, David’s House allowed us easy and close 
access to the ICN so we could be part of the round-
the-clock care of our baby boy during his stay. 

Looking back, we just don’t know how we would have 
been able to accomplish this without the generous 
services of David’s House. We are so amazed by 
the selflessness of the organization and its mission, 
and thoroughly enjoyed our interactions with staff, 
volunteers, and other families staying at the house.

We are so happy to report that we are all doing well 
at home, and our son is healthy, happy, and growing 
fast! We are eternally grateful for everything that 
David’s House provided for us during a very trying 
time in our lives. A sincere ‘thank you’ to you and 
your entire team!

Sincerely, 
Jordan, Rudy, and Ridge
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Dawn Troutman

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

“It’s the most fulfilling volunteer 
work I’ve ever done.”

When did you first get involved with David’s House?

I started working with David’s House just over a year ago 
following our move to the Upper Valley from Northern VA.  

What keeps you coming back?

I really enjoy the creativity of cooking, so it gives me 
great pleasure to test out new recipes and share my family 
favorites with the families that spend time at David’s House. 

Do you have a favorite David’s House memory?

I have a very special memory of cooking at David’s House! I 
made tacos for one of my first meals and was stressed about 
pleasing everyone so I made taco meat with taco shells, 
a salad option, fresh guacamole, salsa and Spanish rice. 
While I was cooking, a family with three young children 
came upstairs to eat and the kids exclaimed that taco night 
was their favorite meal! Their dad shared details about the 
treatment his son was receiving and it really hit home how 
much stress and worry the families who stay at David’s 
House are juggling. Spending 15 minutes with them while 
they said their prayers and ate dinner as a family made clear 
to me how important the work is at David’s House. I think 
of that family every time I cook for David’s House, with 
great joy and gratitude for having met them. 

What are some of your favorite activities/hobbies when 
you are not at David’s House?

 My husband and I really enjoy traveling, whether it’s a 
weekend away or a longer trip abroad. I also enjoy gardening 
and look forward to trying a few new techniques and 
plantings this year. Spring is just around the corner, I think!

Dawn and her nephew (above) and mom (below).
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Ashley’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Holly’s 
Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Autumn’s Giving 
Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Alix’s Giving Tuesday 

Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Sarah’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser 
for David’s House, Inc.  •  Alicia’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s 
House, Inc.  •  Lindsey’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, 
Inc.  •  Megan-Marie’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, 
Inc.  •  Bethany’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  
•  Valerie’s Birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Melissa’s 

Birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Michelle’s Giving 
Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Cody’s Fundraiser for 

David’s House, Inc.  •  Kathleen’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s 
House, Inc.  •  Corrie’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, 
Inc.  •  Help Ben’s birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Help 
Krystna’s birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Help Hillary’s 

birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Donate to Carli’s birthday 
Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Christina’s birthday Fundraiser for 
David’s House, Inc.  •  Celebrate Erica’s birthday Fundraiser for David’s 
House, Inc.  •  Loretta’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, 

Inc.  •  Christine’s birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Megan’s 
birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  LC’s Giving Tuesday 

Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Saunya’s birthday Fundraiser for 
David’s House, Inc.  •  Lisa’s birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, 

Inc.  •  Jill’s Giving Tuesday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.  •  Tori’s 
birthday Fundraiser for David’s House, Inc.

The Power of Facebook

Facebook Fundraisers 
are a great way you 
can share your love 
of David’s House.

We’ve had people create 
efforts celebrating birthdays 
and milestones, honoring or 
remembering loved ones, or just 
saying thank you for the support 
we offered their family. 

HERE’S HOW IT’S DONE:

Visit facebook.com/fundraisers

Click “Select Nonprofit”

Search for “David’s House, Inc” 

Fill in the information however 
you’d like—feel free to share a 
story about David’s House! 

Share with your friends! 

Find us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/davidshouseinc

A huge thank you to the following businesses for their 
incredible generosity over the holidays

Evans Expressmart

Hanover Girl Scouts

Keurig/Dr. Pepper 

Liberty Utilities

Mascoma High School Student Council

Ramunto’s Brick and Brew

Service Credit Union

TJ Max, West Lebanon

Vogmask

Youth in Action – Hanover High School

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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safe and comfortable

                                          incredible staf 
THANKS TO DAVID’S HOUSE

Think of ya’ll often. Twelve years ago, you were an 
answered prayer. As I cried on the OB floor awaiting 
discharge later that night thinking about a two hour drive 
each way…our other kids…affording a motel…how would 
we do it? I am so glad we learned about you because we 
have a lifelong family with ya’ll. Thanks for everything!

—The Dollof ’s 

Thanks for everything!
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safe and comfortable

                                          incredible staf 

Never does any mom/dad ever plan on having a chronically ill child. It’s by far the hardest thing in the whole wide world! We have been staying at the David’s House every three months for the past 13 years and we’re still going. David’s House has made these visits more comfortable and bearable. Along the way, we’ve met some incredible staff and guests! Some have even become lifelong friends! Having a safe, clean, and cozy place to stay has been a great experience! Our superhero Sydney has grown so much over the years and we’ve been able to share our story with those who have listened to me cry, worry, celebrate, and laugh. We have so much love in our hearts for the ongoing support everyone continues to give us. It’s been a long, hard 13 years and ongoing journey of three different chemo drugs, 22 sedated MRI’S and four surgeries just at DHMC.

We thank you tremendously!

ongoing support
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VIRTUAL

Eat an ice cream sundae
Pet your animal

Blow bubbles

Toss 
water 
balloons

Tie-dye something

Do a craft or build-it project

Dress up and 
make a goofy face

Build and conquer your 

own obstacle course

Eat some popcorn

Create a work of art

Even though we aren’t able to host our annual family 
fun day here this summer, we hope you’ll create 
your own special family day on Sunday, July 18th.

Sunday, July 18

Please share pictures of your whole family enjoying the same activities that 
you would here so we can publish them in our Fall/Winter newsletter. Pictures 

can be emailed to jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org by Friday, July 31. 

Visit our website for  
updated event info   

davids-house.org/calendar

Please consider supporting David’s House. 

Click here to make your 
contribution today.

mailto:jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org
mailto:jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org
https://davids-house.org/calendar/
https://davids-house.org/fall-newsletter-donations/

