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Newsletter, Fall 2021
Does your address or contact information 
need to be updated? Would you rather receive 
our newsletter the green way, electronically? 

If so, please contact  
jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org.

Design: Nomad Communications 

On the Cover: Big thanks to the Croft family 
for visiting with donations for the house.

Welcome 
Todd Gordon

David’s House is pleased to welcome 
Todd Gordon as our new Guest and 

Community Relations Manager.

Todd joins us with a distinct history as a former guest! He 
and his family stayed with us many times over the years, 
beginning when he was an infant. As an adolescent, Todd 
served on the David’s House Junior Advisory Board where 
he and his fellow youth ambassadors represented David’s 
House at community events throughout New Hampshire 
and Vermont. 

In addition to bringing a first-hand guest perspective to his 
new role as a staff ember, Todd brings experience working 
with youth in a residential care setting, vast knowledge of 
safety and risk management practices, and a familiarity of 
local and regional resources for families.

FUN FACT TRIVIA 
Send us your answer via our Facebook page to be entered 

into a drawing for a David’s House goodie bag.

The artwork on Todd’s desk is a copy of a painting he 
made for us as a child. The original has hung proudly 
over the years in the same location at David’s House. 

Do you know where this picture is displayed?



The Certified Hospitality House (CHH) program provides a way to 
distinguish houses which maintain high training standards and follow best 
practices. In order to achieve CHH designation, organizations are required 

to fulfill continued education units in all seven core categories.

Congratulations David’s House!
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Vivian visited David’s House just after 
her ninth birthday to deliver a very kind 
gift—instead of presents, Vivian asked 
people to donate to David’s House in honor 
of her family’s stay at David’s House while 
her sister was receiving medical care. 

Vivian’s generous act brought in over $457, along with two 
bags full of much-needed non-perishable grocery items, 
and a (very soft) stuffed elephant.

David’s House is so grateful to our friends like Vivian for 
their thoughtful generosity and kindness. No matter how 
big or small (or grey and soft) a gift is, they all help keep 
David’s House a comfortable and welcoming home-away-
from-home for thousands of families each year!

Thank You, Vivian

“ Our daughter was born unexpectedly at 27 weeks. She stayed in the ICN at Dartmouth Hitchcock Lebanon 
for 53 days. My husband and I live a little over an hour away from Lebanon so we were so grateful to find out 
that David’s House was an option for families like ours. We were able to be right down the street from our 
baby girl while she grew and got ready to come home. Thank you, David’s House, for making an unexpected 
situation a little easier.” —Sarah & Jonathan

“ Thank you for the kindness and generosity you have shown to us and our newborn son. We will always 
remember all you have done for us as well as all the guests at David’s House. Please extend our gratitude to 
the entire staff nd to the volunteers.” —Peter & Wendy

“ I am so grateful for your hospitality these past few weeks while my daughter was at Dartmouth Hospital. I 
cannot thank you enough for giving me a comfortable, safe place to stay. Thanks so much.” —Joann 

 

Sharing Our Gratitude
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Leave Your Legacy

Did you know that you can continue giving a gift to 
David’s House beyond your lifetime? 

We believe that everyone can make a difference ~ 
even the smallest gifts can have a major impact on an 

organization like ours!

There are many ways to design a legacy gift, including 
IRAs, bequests, charitable gift annuities, trusts, and 
life insurance. If you work with a financial planner, 
lawyer, or accountant, we encourage you to talk to 

them about your charitable wishes for David’s House. 

You can also call us and we can point 
you in the right direction.

David’s House happily accepts:

Household Comfort Items:
 ï  Fleece/warm blankets (twin size) 
 ï No-skid socks (kid and adult size)

Hygiene Items:
 ï Pads and tampons 
 ï Travel size toothpaste 

Household Cleaning Items:
 ï Liquid dish soap free and clear*

 ï Laundry detergent free and clear*

 ï Dryer sheets free and clear*

 ï  Vacuum bags (Miele GN 3D Efficiency 
bags) Tide washing machine cleaner 

 ï Magic Eraser 
 ï Swiffer Dry Mop refills 
 ï 13 and 30 gallon trash bags 
 ï 2.5-gallon size storage bags 
 ï Food storage containers with lids 
 ï AA or AAA batteries (not rechargeable)
 ï Clorox toilet wand refills 
 ï Disinfectant wipes (any brand) 

Non-perishable Food Items:
 ï Microwave meals 
 ï Iced tea/lemonade/drink mix 
 ï Instant coff e packets 
 ï Single-serve snacks (chips, pudding) 
 ï Bottled water 
 ï  Single serve condiments (cream cheese, 

ketchup) 
 ï Single serve peanut butter and jelly 
 ï Single serve cereals    

Grocery Gift Cards:
To be used to purchase household needs & 
perishables OR for fundraising purposes 
(i.e. holiday auction) 

 ï Walmart 
 ï Hannaford 
 ï Shaw’s

 ï BJ’s 
 ï Amazon 
 ï Market Basket

Grocery List2021

* We use “free and clear” due to allergies 
and scent sensitivities

 

Sharing Our Gratitude
BEAR RIDGE SPEEDWAY 

DOES IT AGAIN!

This was a banner year for Bear Ridge Speedway 
in Bradford, VT, raising over $3,000 during 

their annual Dennis Preston Builder Mid-Season 
Championship David’s House Benefit Night. We 
can’t say thank you enough to April May, Butch, 

all their staff, drivers, crew members, and fans for 
their incredible generosity!
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EVENTS RECAP

David’s House
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Over 90 players enjoyed a perfect end-of-summer day on the course at our 
22nd annual golf tournament on September 13 at Eastman Golf Links. 

This fun-filled event saw lots of laughter, some friendly 
competition, and a heartfelt thank you from a former 
David’s House guest.

The highlight of the day, however, was the antics of our 
own staff ember, Cathy Labonte, who found ways to 
pass the time in between golfers as she monitored the 
Closest to the Pin contest.

Save the date for next year’s tournament! 
September 18, 2022

Thank you to the incredibly generous Eastman community, David’s House vounteers,  
Eastman Golf Links pro shop staff, and all of our event sponsors, including:
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MEMORIAL SERVICE

David’s House and CHaD joined together on 
September 19 for the 26th Annual Memorial 
Service to celebrate the very special lives 
of children who are no longer with us. 

Close to 45 family members from across New Hampshire and 
Vermont joined staff rom David’s House and CHaD for a very 
moving tribute that culminated in a beautiful release of doves.

Special thanks to the following volunteers for being part of 
this moment: Kevin Clark, Brenda Johnson, Stacey Chiocchio, 
Dawn Troutman, and DHMC Pet Therapy.
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Nancy Whitman

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Volunteer Since 2008

House Guest Ambassador, Community 
Ambassador, Event Volunteer, Board Member, 
Development Committee Chairperson, and Capital 
Campaign Committee Chairperson

Why did you want to volunteer at David’s House?

I was new to the area and had been supporting David’s House 
previously because of its mission. Volunteering at the house 
became a good way to get involved in community work, and I 
quickly became interested in helping in other ways. 

What do you find most rewarding about your volunteer 
experience here?

I always find it interesting when guests say that they get so 
much out of our being there; it’s really the other way around! 
The strength of the families continues to amaze me.

What is one of your favorite guest interactions?

There are many, from volunteering as a guest ambassador to 
being community ambassador to volunteering at events, and 
each takes a bit of a different perspective. There are a couple 
that stand out, though. One Saturday morning, I was sitting 
in the TV lounge with a young boy who was fighting cancer. 
He, his dad, and I were watching cartoons; just like a normal 
Saturday. Then there was the little girl—maybe four years 
old—who was in the kitchen having a snack. Out of the blue, 
as I walked past her, she spoke to me for the first time. She 
explained to me that she’s sick and the only thing she can 
eat is ice cream, and we had a long discussion on the benefits 
of ice cream and Ben & Jerry’s in particular, which she was 
eating. Being part of these everyday, “normal” moments 
highlights how much David’s House truly is a home-away-
from-home, especially for the children. The house gives them 
a space to just be a kid and enjoy special moments amid their 
medical journey.
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David Agan

Volunteer Since 2008

House Guest Ambassador, Event Volunteer, Community Volunteer 
Liaison, Board Member, Building and Grounds Committee Member, 
and Governance Committee Member

Why did you want to volunteer at David’s House?

I started volunteering at David’s House after going to a volunteer fair at 
Hypertherm and meeting Rochelle. I talked with her about the opportunities 
for volunteers, and her enthusiasm about the house and how crucial volunteers 
were told me I had to give this a go. My wife and I had donated to the house 
when Dick started the original appeal, and I knew that the house was a very 
needed asset. I just never knew they had volunteer needs.

What do you find most rewarding about your volunteer experience here?

My parents had a baby boy before I was born who was never able to come home 
and after birth was rushed to Montreal—there was no facility like David’s 
House and my parents had two other young children at home. They made the 
drive on weekends from Massena, but with only my father working and my 
mother tending my older siblings, there was no way to stay during the week. This 
makes David’s House a very personal place to me. My last comment to families 
is what I’m sure my parents always would have wanted to hear. “You have enough 
going on at the hospital, let us know if there’s anything we can do to help you.”

What is one of your favorite guest interactions?

My most memorable interaction with a family is probably always going to be my 
first check-in. As I checked in a little girl and her grandmother, I discovered her 
birthday and mine were the same, though decades apart. I thought I had done 
all I was supposed to do only to return to the parlor and notice all the stuffed 
animals on the windowsills and realize I had completely failed by not allowing 
her to choose one. Now my head was on a swivel, hoping that I’d see them come 
back out of their room before my shift ended. Shortly before I left, much to my 
relief, I saw them. I apologized to them for not having her select an animal and 
asked if she’d like to come to the parlor and select one. She joined me and came 
in and selected a dancing bear and proceeded to dance with her new bear with 
a smile from ear to ear. Needless to say, I was hooked on David’s House from 
that point forward!
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A huge thank you to Joe’s Family Car Care, LLC and Turn4Podcast for 
teaming up to raise $4,000 for David’s House. On July 9 Turn4Podcast host 
DJ Girard drove an enduro race car owned by Phil Osgood from Joe’s Family 
Car Care at Claremont Motorsports Park. The car was decorated with names 

of businesses and individuals who gave a donation as part of the event. 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

“When we started this whole adventure with the Turn4Podcast a month prior, it was just a quick 
couple of text messages between DJ Girard and myself about building an enduro car from a rough used 
car I had acquired. Within those few text messages, an idea was born to have an interactive fundraiser 
to raise money for a great cause. Most people who are close to us know that David’s House is near 
and dear to our hearts. It was there for us at a time in our life when Avery was born and our lives were 
literally upended. Over the years, our friends and family have done different things to raise a little 
money to donate to this amazing home. NOTHING compared to this venture! Our friends, family, 
customers, racing family, fellow business owners, and our community stepped up big!

When we hatched this plan, a coworker at our lunch table told us we would hit $4,000. I told him I 
was hoping for $1,000! Little did I know he was right! We only asked for a $20 donation to put a name 
on the car. Right out of the gate we literally had people stopping and throwing money at us—$20s 
(multiple $20s!), $50s, and even $100 bills! Down to last night at the track where people lined their 
names on the car. We are in awe at the response. Thank you for making David’s House a place that 
people can rely on when in need!” 

– Phil & Amy Osgood
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Megan-Marie Pivonka  •  Melissa Ann  •  Jolene 
Hazelton   •  John Leighton  •  Amber Cota  •  Shayla 

Zerow  •  Autumn Tangen-Leveille  •  Holly & Michael 
Shadley  •  Tracy Sheehan  •  Kellyjean Shampney 

Eastman  •  Amanda Fitzgerald  •  Tammy Wessells  
•  Grant Bosse  •  Jessica Mullins  •  Jessica Goodine  •  
Margaret Hocking  •  Kaleigh Vinal  •  Jason Bolton  
•  Natalie Cote  •  Sasha Dona  •  Kimberly Aube  •  
Jennifer Cosentino  •  Jacqueline Camp  •  Paul Louis  

•  Lindsey Ryan Wingate  •  Kathlene Douglass  •  
Sarah Jolene DeLiello  •  Heather Hughes  •  Elizabeth 

Elenowitz  •  Jacqueline Jameson  •  Robert Chase  •  Lori 
Blais  •  Betsy Mailloux  •  Alix Elkins  •  Tina Sarazin  

•  Jason Place  •  Nichole Johnson  

The Power of Facebook

Facebook Fundraisers are a great  
way you can share your love 
of David’s House.

We’ve had people create efforts celebrating  
birthdays and milestones, honoring or  
remembering loved ones, or just saying  
thank you for the support we offered their family. 

HERE’S HOW IT’S DONE:

Visit facebook.com/fundraisers

Click “Select Nonprofit”

Search for “David’s House, Inc” 

Fill in the information however you’d  
like—feel free to share a story about  
David’s House and share with your friends! 

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/davidshouseinc

Calling All Runners!
If you’re looking for a perfect opportunity to run in an amazing race 
AND help David’s House, then here’s your chance! 

We have spaces available on Team David’s House and would love to have you join us. 
The 2022 Covered Bridges Half Marathon will be held on Sunday, June 5, 2022 but 
registration opens in early December 2021 so reserve your spot now!

Please email jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org to learn more.
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Please consider supporting David’s House. 

Click here to make your 
contribution today.
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https://davids-house.org/fall-newsletter-donations/

