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David’s House Mission 

To provide a home-away-from-home  
and support for families with children 
receiving medical treatment through 
Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center.
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Jaye Olmstead, Executive Director
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    Administration

Cathy Labonte, Facility Director

Todd Gordon, Guest and Community  
    Relations Manager
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Robin Osmer, On-Site Program Manager

Board of Directors 
Richard A. Cyr, President Emeritus & Founder
Jennifer Riccio, President
Jessie Farnham, Vice President
Jennifer Buckey, Treasurer
Astrid Bradish-Hoyt, Secretary
Karen Clements, DHMC Liaison
Chrissy Fratzel
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Janet Hutchens

Julie Kim

Lesa Knapp
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Samantha Pause
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Newsletter, Spring 2022
Does your address or contact information 
need to be updated? Would you rather receive 
our newsletter the green way, electronically? 

If so, please contact  
jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org.

Design: Nomad Communications 

On the Cover: Baby Desmond at one  
month old.

David’s House
GOLF TOURNAMENT

davids-house.org/golf

September 12, 2022

SAVE THE DATE

WITH HEARTFELT THANKS
Every year, Lend a Helping Can raises money for 
David’s House and 11 other charities that provide 
food for the needy and homeless. Since 2009, this 
effort has raised over $150,000 for David’s House, 

and we want to thank Greg and The Morning 
Buzz team, all of the radio staff nd volunteers 
who support the numerous fundraising efforts 
that make up Lend a Helping Can, and most 

importantly, the listeners and community members 
whose generosity makes these gifts possible. 

https://davids-house.org/golf/


Reassuring  

& 
Comforting

I want to thank everyone here and tell 
you all how grateful I am to be staying 
here. I truly appreciate everything that 
you guys do for new moms and families 

who have little ones in DHMC’s 
Intensive Care Nursery. While dealing 

with such a difficult, stressful, and scary 
time in my life, it is so reassuring and 

comforting to know that I have a place 
to sleep, eat, shower, etc. 

You guys have helped me in more ways 
than you can imagine, and I really can’t 
thank you enough. This organization is 
absolutely wonderful in every way and 
has been a big support in my life right 
now, and I’m beyond happy to have the 

opportunity to stay here. 

—K. Nauceder 

David’s House
GOLF TOURNAMENT

davids-house.org/golf

September 12, 2022

SAVE THE DATE

Desmond on the day he was born . . . 

 . . . and one month later.
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forever grateful
THANKS TO DAVID’S HOUSE

As I sit here thinking about what to write, I find it hard to put into words what David’s House has meant 
to me. Three years ago my daughter was hurt in a skiing accident. Living in CT, I just left work with 
nothing other than the clothes on my back. The nursing staff old me about David’s House, as a place 
for me to simply take a break or a shower or grab a good meal. It took me three days to finally leave my 
daughter for a few moments and I couldn’t have been more pleased with what I found at David’s House. 
It was a small sanctuary for me, filled with wonderful caring people. There will never be enough words to 
express my gratitude for being a place that welcomed me. Thank you so much and keep up the amazing 
work you are doing. You are making a difference in the lives of so many people. 

—Karyn Lushinks

Our only living child, Sawyer, came into the world at 34 weeks and David’s 
House was our home-away-from-home. We are forever grateful for this special 
place, and talk about it all the time with our five-year-old. I had her draw on 
the attached, and it depicts exactly who she is to us: our rainbow.

—Heather

with heartfelt appreciation
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forever grateful

We’ve been here a few times now. It is a huge 
blessing, especially where we can’t afford 
hotels. David’s House feels like a home for 
our kids making these stays less stressful. As 
always, the staff nd volunteers are amazing 
and the food and baked goods were delicious.

—Meryssa & Aaron Sweeney 

I am thankful that a place like this exists. I feel privileged that I experienced and witnessed the kindness and generosity of David’s House and its people.

—“Duck room”

One year ago, my husband and I found out the hard way like many other families do about David’s 
House. We delivered our son Mason at 28 weeks unexpectedly and knew we had a long road ahead of 
us. We stayed 70 nights at David’s House, during a time that the rest of the world was shut down due 
to Covid and our world turned upside down. David’s House took us in with open arms, warm beds, 
good food and a big smile (under the masks, of course) and became the support system we needed 
to get through the hardship we were dealt. One year ago we never knew about this wonderful place 
and now David’s House has found a place in our hearts that we will never replace. For Mason’s first 
birthday we decided to ask for donations to David’s House instead of gifts. We are so excited to give 
back to something that gave us so much during a time of misfortune for us. Thank you from the very 
bottom of our hearts for all that you did for us. We are forever grateful for David’s House.

—The Crofts (Zach, Heidi & Mason)

kindness and generosity

forever grateful

a huge blessing
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I was wondering why it happened so 
suddenly. It happened as quick as 
the f lame on a candle going out in 
a soft breeze. I instantly got driven 
to my Grandmother’s house, and 
that was going to be the last time 
I’ll see him for a while. My only 
brother, Pierce, had blood cancer.

At that time, I was almost six years old, and I 
was really confused and constantly said in my 
mind, “What the heck is going on?!” I mean, I 
was glad I was stay at Grammy’s house for like, 
four months, but it was strange that my brother 
was at the hospital, and was going to be there for 
months, so quickly.

But when Grammy told me what cancer was and 
what was happening, I was shocked to hear this 
kind of news. Grammy was doing good at staying 
calm, but I could see the fear and worry in her 
eyes.

Later that night, Grammy gave me a little round, 
waxed, and flat rock called a ‘worry stone’. She 
said when I got worried, I could rub it and think 
about positive things. To tell you the truth, I 
used the worry stone a lot. But even though 
it helped a little, I cried most nights. Not just 
because Pierce was sick, but because the thought 
of him dying was lingering in my mind.

Boy Versus 
Cancer
By: Jared Rodriguez in 2014
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Grammy would keep telling me, “Everything is 
going to be alright.” I knew this already, but I still 
sobbed at the thought of Pierce having cancer.

The only thing that made me 100% happy was 
when we visited Mom and Pierce at the hospital 
on the weekends. So, that gave me something to 
look forward to. And when we were visiting them 
at the hospital, me and Pierce would eat from the 
snack cart that came around twice a day. Me and 
Pierce LOVED the snack cart. It had all kinds of 
snacks. Like fruit, and bars, and muffins too.

And sometimes, I would sleep over at a place 
called ‘David’s House’. The place was called that 
because about 20 years ago, some kid named 
David had the same cancer Pierce had, and before 
he died, he told his father to make a place where 
people whose relative(s) have cancer can stay. And 
when it was done, he called it David’s House.

Plus, that place was pretty big. One part of it is 
a room filled with stuffed animals, and you were 
allowed to take one for free. And the thing I 
remember most is the themed bedrooms. There 
was a dinosaur room, a space room, and a duck 
room, and a cat room, etc. And about a year ago, 
they built an addition with more bedrooms, 
indoor playground equipment, and a mothers’ 
kitchen.

Months passed, and one day, we heard the greatest news 
that we’ve ever heard in a long time: Pierce had survived 
cancer! The cancer is gone! Everyone was so happy to 
hear this! All those months of being in the hospital 
finally paid off! My nine-month-old brother, Pierce, 
had survived! It was tough, but he did it! All of us could 
finally breath steadily now. Pierce may have to stay in 
the hospital for a little bit longer, but he’s alive, and 
that’s all that matters! It was a big battle of boy versus 
cancer, and Pierce won.

Pierce and his mom, Tricia, making their annual holiday 
visit with goodies for our guests this past December

“ When you have to rush to the hospital, 
you grab your purse or wallet and you go. 
You don't realize all of the little things 
you use on a daily basis and miss having. 
For me it was ChapStick, gum, and cozy 
socks. When I do the collections for 
David’s House each year, I collect hygiene 
items but I ask for these types of items. 
Luxury items for when you are living out 
of a hospital and on limited income.” 

 —Tricia (Pierce’s mother)
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Molly Beth  •  Holly Brown  •  Christina Cella Zecha  •  
Mariah & Lee Lawrence  •  Malinda Lawrence  •  Brittany 

Hamel  •  Christine Arsenault  •  Dorthea M. Lashua  •  
Tara Burt  •  Erin Beard  •  Rebecca Ward  •  Kelly Meuiner  
•  Debbie Caswell  •  Elizabeth Dwinell Keddy  •  Angeleyez 
Nickologianis  •  Hillary Leigh  •  Christine Verma  •  Kristy 
Wilson  •  Babz Laroche  •  Ashley Paige  •  Kris Erskine  •  
Desiree Hazelton  •  Marc Gosselin  •  Victoria Hastings  •  

Megan Hailey Gonzalez  •  Katie O’Brian Cary  •  Emerson 
Puff r  •  Nichole Johnson  •  Samantha Evans  •  Debra Hill  

•  Tiffany Hale  •  Jennifer Cosentino  •  Christina Russell  
•  Lisa Randall  •  LC Foote  •  Matthew Raumikaitis  •  

Brenda S. Bergeron  •  Paulina Jones  •  Heather Baraw  •  
Christina Bell  •  Katherine Rosebrook  •  Shyar Michalski

The Power of Facebook

Facebook Fundraisers are a great  
way you can share your love 
of David’s House.

We’ve had people create efforts celebrating  
birthdays and milestones, honoring or  
remembering loved ones, or just saying  
thank you for the support we offered their family. 

HERE’S HOW IT’S DONE:

Visit facebook.com/fundraisers

Click “Select Nonprofit”

Search for “David’s House, Inc” 

Fill in the information however you’d  
like—feel free to share a story about  
David’s House and share with your friends! 

Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/davidshouseinc

Annual MEMORIAL SERVICE
To remember and honor children 
who have passed away.

David’s House and Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth-
Hitchcock invite you to join together with family and 
friends at the 27th Annual Ceremony.

Please email or call Jaye to be placed on our invitation list 
jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org or 603-643-2298

September 18, 2022
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Thank you for your support!

David’s House will accept these items any 
day during the week, 8am–8pm. Please 
contact todd.gordon@davids-house.org or 
603-643-2298 with any questions. 

Hygiene Items:
 ï Travel makeup remover wipes

Household Cleaning Items:
 ï Toilet Paper
 ï Vacuum bags (Miele GN 3D Efficiency)
 ï Swiffer Dry Mop refills
 ï 13- and 30-gallon trash bags
 ï 2.5-gallon size storage bags
 ï Clorox toilet wand refills
 ï Disinfectant wipes (any brand)

Non-perishable Food Items:
 ï Single-serve snacks (chips, pudding)
 ï Bottled water
 ï UHT/shelf-stable, single-serve Milk
 ï Juice boxes
 ï  Single serve condiments (cream cheese, 

ketchup) 
 ï Single serve peanut butter and jelly
 ï Single serve cereals
 ï K-Cups (all flavors). 
 ï Single-serve coffee liquid creamers

Perishable Food Items:
Please email us prior to purchasing 
perishable items 

 ï Bread (white & wheat)
 ï Fresh fruit and vegetables 

Gift Cards:
 ï Walmart 
 ï Hannaford
 ï Amazon
 ï Shaw’s
 ï Market Basket

Grocery List2022

* We use “free and clear” due to allergies 
and scent sensitivities

SATURDAY, JULY 9, 2022

Dennis Preston Builder Mid-Season 
Championship David’s House Benefit Night

Pit Gates Open: 3:00pm 
Gates Open: 5:00pm 

Racing Starts: 6:00pm (ish)

Leave Your Legacy

Did you know that you can continue giving a gift to 
David’s House beyond your lifetime? 

We believe that everyone can make a difference ~ 
even the smallest gifts can have a major impact on an 

organization like ours!

There are many ways to design a legacy gift, including 
IRAs, bequests, charitable gift annuities, trusts, and 
life insurance. If you work with a financial planner, 
lawyer, or accountant, we encourage you to talk to 

them about your charitable wishes for David’s House. 

You can also call us and we can point 
you in the right direction.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

How did you become interested in volunteering 
at David’s House?

I was a member of the design team for the 
latest addition to David’s House. I was learning 
so much through the process and I wanted to 
know more. I kept asking the Executive Director 
(Dawn Stanhope at the time) questions about 
David’s House and how it evolved. She could sense my 
excitement and asked me if I would join the Building and 
Grounds Committee. From there I was hooked. 

What keeps you coming back?

The story of David and his idea of building a house for all his friends is emotionally moving. What is 
equally if not more moving is how Dick and a local community worked together to make the dream 
a reality. Being a part of David’s House isn’t just being part of an organization—it’s being part of a 
family. 

How has volunteering at David’s House impacted you?

Volunteering allows one to see the positive impact the house has on the guests who stay there. 
Hearing their stories and seeing how much their stay and their interaction with staff elped them 
through difficult times and the lasting effect just makes your heart warm. Knowing in some way I am 
part of such a wonderful organization makes me feel very lucky.

What is one or two of your favorite memories of David’s House?

My favorite memory is the first year I was involved with the KIXX Giving Radiothon when it was 
hosted at the old Gateway Motors in WRJ. I took pledges over the phone. I remember taking a pause, 
looking around and just thinking to myself…..WOW! There were people everywhere: volunteers, 
families, and staff. The sounds of people talking, laughing, crying. The phones ringing off he hook. 
The amount of support it took to make such an event happen and the stories of how David’s House 
affects everyone in different ways just sends goosebumps throughout your whole body. I will never 
forget that moment.

Jeremy Greely
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How did you become interested in volunteering at 
David’s House?

When I was younger, my cousin had neurosurgery 
at Children’s Hospital At Dartmouth-Hitchcock. 
My family has stayed at David’s House before, 
since we live close to two hours away, it was a 
blessing. Being able to give back to an organization 
that supports those in need, especially since I have a 
personal connection, is very meaningful to me. 

What keeps you coming back?

Well, I love to bake and being able to give something sweet to others is amazing. I personally have 
a huge sweet tooth and being able to share that love with others is a great experience. It makes me 
so happy to know that people enjoy what I make for them every month and I keep coming back to 
continue to put smiles on David’s House guests’ faces. The staff s extremely kind as well and their 
hospitality has impressed me. I come back to David’s House to share my love in the ways that I can 
with others, through my baked goods. 

What is your favorite thing to make for David’s House?

I’ve made brownies, muffins, chocolate covered pretzels, cookies, and all sorts of other treats. My 
favorite thing to make for David’s House is the gingerbread men that I bring around the holiday 
season. It’s my favorite because I get to make a family recipe while spending time with my Grammie. 

How has volunteering at David’s House impacted you?

Volunteering over the past year has deepened my empathy. I am honored to be a part of David’s 
House even in the smallest way. Volunteering has been a way to connect with people, especially 
during the Covid pandemic when my high school went remote. I have not only expanded and grown 
as someone who bakes, but am baking with the purpose of providing some comfort to people who 
are experiencing a difficult time. Being able to brighten people’s day with something I made is really 
touching and I thank all of the guests and staff or bringing this positivity into my life. I really do feel 
as though it is the little things that matter, and I hope that being able to have that simple interaction 
of sharing my treats with others reassures them that they are cared for and appreciated. Thank you to 
David’s House for this opportunity. 

Katelyn Holland
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SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, July 24, 2022

12th Annual

davids-house.org/sundae

Please consider supporting David’s House. 

Click here to make your 
contribution today.

https://davids-house.org/event/sundae-at-davids-house-cookout-and-sundaes/
https://davids-house.org/donate/donate-now/

