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I’d like to welcome everyone to this very 
special gathering to celebrate the life 
and legacy of a truly remarkable man, 

Dick Cyr. One of the things I know most 
about Dick is that he felt and shared 

gratitude like no one else I’ve ever met. 

We’re all here today to celebrate him, to share our thanks 
to him for helping each and every one of us to be a better 
person… yet because I know him, I believe he would want me 
saying thank you to each and every one of us for being here, 
both in person and those who are watching on facebook. …
Thank you to the incredible staff nd his colleagues over the 
years who had the privilege and honor of working with him…
thank you to the tireless, selfless volunteers who donated 
decades of time over the years to the causes he believed in like 
David’s House… thank you to the foundations and donors 
and groups who entrusted him with their money and who 
now talk about Dick with reverence every time they put on an 
event… and thank you to the incredibly brave families who 
shared their stories with Dick and are now the ambassadors 
that will keep his legacy alive by paying forward the kindness 
and generosity that Dick instilled in all of us by leading from 
example. 

David’s House Mission 

To provide a home-away-from-home  
and support for families with children 
receiving medical treatment through 
Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center.

Staff 
Jaye Olmstead, Executive Director

Don Dutton, Director of Finance and  
    Administration

Cathy Labonte, Facility Director

Todd Gordon, Guest and Community  
    Relations Manager

Paula Welch, Housekeeping

Robin Osmer, On-Site Program Manager

Marie Watt, Resident Manager

Board of Directors 
Jessie Farnham, President
Astrid Bradish-Hoyt, Vice President
Jennifer Buckey, Treasurer
Janet Hutchens, Secretary
Chrissy Fratzel

Jeremy Greeley

Julie Kim

Lesa Knapp

Manny Paolucci

Samantha Pause

Jennifer Riccio

Joshua Winn

Newsletter, Fall 2022
Does your address or contact information 
need to be updated? Would you rather receive 
our newsletter the green way, electronically? 

If so, please contact  
jaye.olmstead@davids-house.org.

Design: Nomad Communications

On July 24, 2022, our beloved founder,  
Dick Cyr, passed away. Following are the  

words we shared at his Celebration of Life.
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someone who looked beyond themselves, beyond the 
present, to see something that in many cases no one 
else could. Dick, you ARE THAT VISIONARY. 
You always asked us to remember the story of how 
David’s House came to be, and I know that I speak 
for everyone here when we say we promise your 
story… the story of who YOU were… will never be 
forgotten.

We all loved you, Dick, in our own special way. We 
didn’t always agree with you, and we all know you 
weren’t perfect… none of us are. But I’m going to 
go out on a limb and say that what you hoped to 
create as a legacy, and what is now left to all of us to 
continue, IS perfect. You made sacrifices in your life, 
and all of us continue to make sacrifices in our own 
lives to be able to make a difference that will be felt 
for generations to come. Your perfect gifts to us are 
the memories we will forever hold dear of our time 
with you…knowledge that one small act of kindness 
CAN make a lifelong difference for someone… that 
selfless acts ARE rewarded ten times over… and to 
quote our friend Billy Arnold, “It’s not how much, 
but how you spend your time, and it’s what you leave 
the ones you leave behind” Well Dick, thank you for 
spending your time with us and for leaving behind a 
love that will fill our hearts today and always.

Dick would be incredibly humbled to hear the 
messages from families around the world who have 
sent cards, emailed us and shared on Facebook… 
“thank you for the amazing gift of you… you will 
be remembered with so much love… you were a 
wonderful human being who will be missed by 
many… it was an honor to get to know you… there 
will never be enough ways to thank you.”

Besides loving Dick for his humility and grace, 
most of us knew him well enough to also love that 
oh-so-devilish side of him. There was nothing like 
the sparkle in his green eyes, and that naughty grin 
when he was getting ready to share a story of some 
antics he was involved in during his well-lived life, 
or tell a joke, which can’t be repeated here today, 
or launch into a heated opinion about something 
to do with sports or politics. We will remember 
many lively conversations at kitchen tables and 
in board rooms, joyous celebrations with rubber 
duckies, bells ringing, stories of chopping down 
Christmas trees, rubbing elbows with celebrities, 
and somber moments, like today, where we gathered 
to remember those we’ve loved and lost.

A few years ago, Dick was honored for being a 
visionary and leader in the Upper Valley, for being 

Fall 2022 1



GUESTS

“ The man was a gift. Gentle, kind, 
loyal, delightful. He had a great sense 
of humor, a twinkle in his eye, always 
a smile. He made you feel loved.”

 —Robin, guest since 1996
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STAFF & VOLUNTEERS
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“ We’ve always had the right people 
in the right place at the right time.”

 —Dick Cyr
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EVENTS & AWARDS

“ I am honored to have met Dick 
when he received the Myra H. 
Kraft Community MVP Award…
his compassion and dedication 
toward others were clearly evident 
when he shared his story.”

 —Robert Kraft,  
 owner New England Patriots
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

How did you become interested in volunteering  
at David’s House?

An article in the Valley News highlighting volunteer 
opportunities and including the possibility to 
contribute homemade meals for residents sparked my 
interest in cooking for David’s House. 

 What is your favorite thing to make for David’s House?

It is very hard to focus on a favorite thing I make for David’s House, but there is great joy in learning 
that a young child who previously would not eat, for example, chicken, ate two-plus helpings readily 
or that a tasty home-cooked meal was well received by all. Each month, I vary the meal to include 
seasonal foods, though not always in a common preparation, and seeking appropriate ingredients has 
also expanded my repertoire.  

What keeps you coming back?

For almost five years I have been preparing monthly meals. By creating healthy, tasty, complete 
from-scratch meals including an entrée, vegetable, and starch, my hope is to interest residents in 
nourishing foods they will enjoy, though may not be familiar with. Perhaps the meal will spark 
discussion and, hopefully, at least provide 20-30 minutes’ respite from the difficulties inherent in 
treatment for life-threatening disease. 

How has volunteering at David’s House impacted you?

I am thankful for the opportunity to give back.

Barbara Kennedy

WELCOME MARIE WATT, RESIDENT MANAGER
Marie began her career as a home care nurse, a role she held for several years before transitioning to 
working with adolescents in a residential care setting. Marie is now happily here at David's House 
to provide overnight support for guests and spends her free time caring for local children in the 
Upper Valley. 
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Thank you for your support!

David’s House will accept these items any 
day during the week, 8am–8pm. Please 
contact todd.gordon@davids-house.org or 
603-643-2298 with any questions. 

Hygiene Items:
 ï Travel-Sized Deodorant 
 ï Nail Care Kits 
 ï Travel-Sized Toothpaste

Household Cleaning Items:
 ï Toilet Paper
 ï Vacuum bags (Miele GN 3D Efficiency)
 ï Swiffer Dry Mop refills
 ï 13- and 30-gallon trash bags
 ï 2.5-gallon size storage bags
 ï Disinfectant wipes (any brand)

Non-perishable Food Items:
 ï Single-serve snacks (chips, pudding)
 ï Juice boxes
 ï Single serve peanut butter and jelly
 ï Single serve cereals
 ï Single-serve coffee liquid creamers
 ï Zipper Sandwich Bags

Perishable Food Items:
Please email us prior to purchasing 
perishable items 

 ï Bread (white & wheat)
 ï Fresh fruit and vegetables 

Gift Cards:
 ï Walmart 
 ï Hannaford
 ï Amazon 

Donate through our  
Amazon Wishlist

Grocery List2022

https://a.co/8JMhsNx

Molly Beth • Kitty M Benson • Amanda Simino •  
Sheila McCleery • Cait Wilson • Rebecca Gray • Jimmy Cahill •  

Jennifer Blair • Diane Reekstin • Ashleigh Riccarelli •  
Alix Elkins • Nichole Johnson • Alice Fong • Brit Smick •  

Molly Irene Darisse • Lindsey Ryan Wingate •  
Kathlene Douglass • Joe Ferris • Amanda Foster • Jason Bolton • 
Courtney Rehmer • Ty Morris  • Becky Jensen • Kayla Leighton 
• Jess Goodine • Danny R Burr • Grant Bosse • Derek Patterson 

• Cindy Forest Carney • Stephanie Bingel • Dennis Cyr •  
Gergory Bacon Jr • Vicky Menard • Lorena Case •  

Tiffany Hale • John Leighton • Rena J. Belanger  
• Katlynn Wolfe • Jolene Hazelton • Kristy Easterbrooks •  
David Renard • Kayla Leighton • Tori Lynn  • Jaxx Vinal

The Power of  

Facebook

Facebook Fundraisers are a great  
way you can share your love 
of David’s House.

We’ve had people create efforts celebrating  
birthdays and milestones, honoring or  
remembering loved ones, or just saying  
thank you for the support we offered their family. 

HERE’S HOW IT’S DONE:

• Visit facebook.com/fundraisers

• Click “Select Nonprofit”

• Search for “David’s House, Inc” 

•  Fill in the information however you’d  
like—feel free to share a story about  
David’s House and share  
with your friends! 

Find us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/davidshouseinc
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United States  
16,150

US Territories  
2

Guam, Puerto Rico

Other Nations  
56

Algeria, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Congo, Croatia, England, Georgia, 

Germany, India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, 
Morocco, Nepal, Nigeria, Pakistan, 

Panama, Poland, Russia,  
Saudi Arabia, Slovakia,

Somalia, South Korea, Sudan, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine
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Families Served  
Since 1986 

16,208
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Please consider supporting David’s House. 

Click here to make your
contribution today.


